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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 6, and 10-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doi 
et al. (Pub. No.: US 2004/0158853) in view of Betz et al. (US 2003/0126605). 

Regarding claim 1 : A method comprising: providing access to characterizing descriptors as 
individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data (Doi, paragraph 
[0044], lines 1-7); while displaying a selected discrete selectable item of data (Doi, paragraph 
[0052], lines 1-6): using the characterizing descriptors as correspond to the selected discrete 
selectable item of data to provide at least one selection criterion (Doi, paragraph [0044], lines 
1-7); using the at least one selection criterion to identify at least another one of the plurality 
of discrete selectable items of data (Doi, paragraph [0054], lines 1-8). 

Doi discloses the method of using information related to a program being watched in 
order to recommend related programs. However, Doi does not disclose displaying information 
regarding the at least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of data at a 
time that is temporally proximal to a conclusion of displaying the selected discrete 
selectable item of data. However, Betz does (paragraph [0027], lines 1-4). Betz discloses 
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displaying this information at a time when the current program is ending. Betz discloses having a 
program guide automatically displayed after a video ends. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have the program guide automatically displayed containing related program data. 
Displaying personalized information in the program guide as the current program ended would 
have been highly desirable, as it would be the time at which the user would need to select a new 
program to watch. 

Regarding claim 2: The method of claim 1 wherein providing access to characterizing 
descriptors as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data 
further comprises providing access to textual characterizing descriptors as individually 
correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data (Doi, paragraph [0004], lines 1- 
3). 

Regarding claim 3: The method of claim 1 wherein providing access to characterizing 
descriptors as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of data 
further comprises providing access to characterizing descriptors as individually 
correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content (Doi, paragraph 
[0044], lines 1-7). 
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Regarding claim 6: Doi does not disclose wherein the information regarding the at least 
another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content is displayed 
at a time that is temporally proximal to a conclusion of displaying the selected discrete 
selectable item of audio/visual content. However, Betz does (paragraph [0027], lines 1-4). 
Betz discloses having a program guide automatically displayed after a video ends. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have the program guide automatically displayed containing related program data. 
Displaying personalized information in the program guide as the current program ended would 
have been highly desirable, as it would be the time at which the user would need to select a new 
program to watch. 

Regarding claim 10: An interactive data display system comprising (Doi, paragraph [0012], 
lines 1-11): characterizing descriptors as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete 
selectable items of data (Doi, paragraph [0044], lines 1-7); a selected displayed discrete 
selectable item of data (Doi, paragraph [0052], lines 1-6); control circuitry that: uses the 
characterizing descriptors as correspond to the selected displayed discrete selectable item 
of data to provide at least one selection criterion (Doi, paragraph [0044], lines 1-7); uses the 
at least one selection criterion to identify at least another one of the plurality of discrete 
selectable items of data (Doi, paragraph [0054], lines 1-8). 

Doi discloses the method of using information related to a program being watched in 
order to recommend related programs. However, Doi does not disclose displays information 
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regarding the at least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of data at a 
time that is temporally proximal to a conclusion of displaying the selected displayed 
discrete selectable item of data. However, Betz does (paragraph [0027], lines 1-4). Betz 
discloses displaying this information at a time when the current program is ending. Betz 
discloses having a program guide automatically displayed after a video ends. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have the program guide automatically displayed containing related program data. 
Displaying personalized information in the program guide as the current program ended would 
have been highly desirable, as it would be the time at which the user would need to select a new 
program to watch. 

Regarding claim 11: The interactive data display system of claim 10 wherein the plurality of 
discrete selectable items of data comprises a plurality of discrete selectable items of 
audio/visual content (Doi, paragraph [0044], lines 1-7). 

Regarding claim 12: The interactive data display system of claim 10 further comprising: a 
remote control device (Doi, paragraph [0051], lines 1-4). 



Regarding claim 13: The interactive data display system of claim 12 wherein the remote 
control device comprises at least one key to trigger the display of information regarding the 
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at least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of data (Doi, paragraph 
[0051], lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 14: Doi does not disclose wherein the control circuitry further displays 
information regarding the at least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items 
of data at a time that is temporally proximal to a conclusion of displaying the selected 
discrete selectable item of data. However, Betz does (paragraph [0027], lines 1-4). Betz 
discloses having a program guide automatically displayed after a video ends. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have the program guide automatically displayed containing related program data. 
Displaying personalized information in the program guide as the current program ended would 
have been highly desirable, as it would be the time at which the user would need to select a new 
program to watch. 



Regarding claim 15: The interactive data display system of claim 11 wherein the 
information regarding the at least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items 
of audio/visual content comprises at least one of: a graphic image (Doi, paragraph [0004], 
lines 3-6); a video sequence (Doi, paragraph [0004], lines 6-7). 
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Claim 4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doi et al. (Pub. 
No.: US 2004/0158853) in view of Betz et al. (US 2003/0126605) as applied to claim 3 above, 
and further in view of Wilder et al. (Pub. No.: US 2003/0051246). 

Regarding claim 4: The combined teachings of Doi and Betz as a whole do not disclose wherein 
the plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content are embodied in a plurality 
of media. However, Wilder does (paragraph [0008], lines 3-5). Wilder discloses combining 
EPG data from a plurality of different sources into a single EPG. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to allow for the audio/visual content to be embodied in a plurality of media. This 
would have been a highly desirable feature, as it would allow the user to compare all content 
from all viewing sources in order to select the program most desirable to the user. 

Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Doi et al. (Pub. 
No.: US 2004/0158853) as applied to claim 5 above and further in view of Wilder et al. 
(Pub. No.: US 2003/0051246). 

Regarding claim 9: Doi does not disclose wherein the plurality of discrete selectable items of 
audio/visual content are embodied in a plurality of media. However, Wilder does (paragraph 
[0008], lines 3-5). Wilder discloses combining EPG data from a plurality of different sources 
into a single EPG. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to allow for the audio/visual content to be embodied in a plurality of media. This 
would have been a highly desirable feature, as it would allow the user to compare all content 
from all viewing sources in order to select the program most desirable to the user. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 5 and 7-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Doi et al. (Pub. 
No.: US 2004/0158853). 

Regarding claim 5, Doi et al. disclose: A method comprising: providing access to 
characterizing descriptors as individually correspond to a plurality of discrete selectable 
items of audio/visual content (Doi, paragraph [0044], lines 1-7); while displaying a selected 
discrete selectable item of audio/visual content (Doi, paragraph [0052], lines 1-6): identifying 
at least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content for 
which at least one characterizing descriptor as individually corresponds to the at least 
another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content that is 
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similar to a characterizing descriptor of the selected discrete selectable item of audio/visual 
content (Doi, paragraph [0054], lines 1-8); displaying information regarding the at least 
another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content (Doi, 
paragraph [0054], lines 1-8). 

Regarding claim 7, Doi et al. disclose: The method of claim 5 further comprising responding 
to a remote control device by triggering the display of the information regarding the at 
least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of audio/visual content (Doi, 
paragraph [0051], lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 8, Doi et al. disclose: The method of claim 5 wherein the information 
displayed regarding the at least another one of the plurality of discrete selectable items of 
audio/visual content comprises at least one of: a graphic image (Doi, paragraph [0004], lines 
3-6); a video sequence (Doi, paragraph [0004], lines 6-7). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA TAYLOR whose telephone number is (571)270-3755. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm, M-F, EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on (571) 272-7332. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Josh Taylor/ 
Patent Examiner 



/Vu Le/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4157 



